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accordingly considers the subject from the point of view of breach 
of duty. The work is thus divided into three parts — Breach of 
Duty to Refrain from Fraud or Malice, Breach of Absolute Duty, 
Breach of Duty to Refrain from Negligence. 

While the treatment of specific wrongs does not differ materially 
from that of the previous editions, it has been carefully revised and 
brought up to date. The citations are copious and the typographical 
work excellent. J. A. M. 



Jurisdiction, Practice and Peculiar Jurisprudence of the 
Courts of the United States. By Benjamin Robbins 
Curtis, LL.D. Second Edition. Revised and Enlarged by 
Henry Childs Merwin. Boston : Little, Brown & Company. 

It is seldom that the perusal of a legal treatise conveys any con- 
siderable amount of satisfaction to our literary senses. The modern 
law book, under the weight of the rapidly multiplying decisions, 
very generally assumes the form of a digest, which, though a neces- 
sity for the purposes of every day practice, is not an addition to 
the store of legal literature. Turning the pages of one of our 
more recent productions, one is confronted with evidences of the 
high pressure under which work has to be done nowadays, and the 
carefully condensed headings and columns of innumerable citations 
speak in no uncertain tone of the rush of mercantile life whose 
influence has left such apparent traces upon the writings of the 
law. 

It is then with the greatest pleasure that one turns to such a 
book as Judge Curtis's " Jurisdiction of the United States Courts," 
written by a master of legal style and combining with a very able 
discussion of the subject, the highest literary merit. 

The origin of the work was a course of lectures delivered before 
the members of the Harvard Law School in 1872, which lectures 
were subsequently edited by George T. Curtis and Benjamin R. 
Curtis, respectively the brother and son of the eminent jurist, 
Judge Curtis. Owing to the fact that the revised statutes had gone 
into effect in the interim, considerable additions had to be made 
in the way of notes, but the original was as closely adhered to as 
possible. 

Though not claiming to be exhaustive of the subject of which it 
treats, the book is sufficiently so for the ordinary use of the prac- 
titioner, and the simplicity of the style and easy flow of the lan- 
guage makes it admirably adapted for the purposes of the student. 

Such important changes have taken place in this branch of the 
law since 1880, that a new edition became absolutely necessary in 
order to preserve the usefulness of the work, and the present 
editor, Mr. Henry Childs Merwin, has been eminently successful 
in bringing the authorities to date, while changing as little as pos- 
sible the context. 

The subject is dealt with in eleven chapters and under the fol- 
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lowing heads : The Supreme Court ; Appeals from Federal Courts ; 
The Circuit Courts ; Removal of Suits ; Habeas Corpus ; Proce- 
dure and Practice ; The District Courts ; and, finally, Admiralty. 
There is also a very complete index. The ideas follow each 
other naturally and logically; each is fully discussed and the 
authorities thereon cited. Where less important branches are left 
untouched, there is always a statement to that effect and reference 
is made to the works in which a treatment of the point may be 
found. 

All lovers of an able and well written law-book should be grate- 
ful to Mr. Merwin by whose efforts this work of standard legal 
and literary value has been given a renewed term of usefulness. 

M.L.,Jr. 



Marketable Title to Real Estate, being also a Treatise on the 
Rights and Remedies of Vendors and Purchasers of Defective 
Titles, including the Law of Covenants for Title, the Doctrine of 
Specific Performance and other kindred subjects. By Chapman 
W. Maupin, of the Washington (D. C.) Bar. New York: 
Baker, Voorhis & Company. 1896. 

This work is, as the author states, not a treatise on real property 
generally, but on the law of title to real property, as applied between 
vendor and purchaser. Matters usually found in the reports, digests, 
and case-books under the heads of Vendor and Purchaser, Covenants 
for Title, Specific Performance, Equity Jurisprudence, Deeds, 
Titles to Real Estate, Real Property, Abstracts of Title, Subrogation, 
and kindred subjects, have been gathered into a single volume, and 
so arranged as to make them easily accessible. The system is 
unusually good. The treatise appears also to be reliable. In read- 
ing § 98, however, the question arises whether the author is correct 
in his statement of the rule of law that where a vendor having the 
equitable title to land, sells expecting to get in the legal title and 
to be able to convey at the appointed time, he is liable to damages for 
the loss of the bargain. The author has cited as the leading case 
on this point Hopkins v. Grazebrook, 6 B. & C. 31, apparently 
overlooking the fact that this case was overruled by the House of 
Lords inBain v. Fothergill, L. R. 7, H. L. 158, which establishes the 
rule that with such facts the vendor is liable to nominal damages 
only. On the whole, however, the book possesses exceptional merit 
as an accurate, comprehensive, and well-written treatise on a 
practical branch of the law of real property. W. CD., Jr. 



Commentaries on the Law of Private Corporations. By 
Seymour D. Thompson, LL. D. San Francisco : Bancroft- Whit- 
ney Company. 1895-96. Six Volumes. 

If one desires to obtain a "realizing sense " of the rapid devel- 
opment of various forms of corporate activity, he cannot do better 



